
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Go to http://www.eascv.org to get more information! 

Escrow Association of Santa Clara Valley 

This is it! This is my last letter as President of the Escrow 

Association of Santa Clara Valley. I want to thank you for 

allowing me to serve as your President. It has been a 

challenging year for the association as you can well imagine. 

Funds are extremely tight so look for some big changes in 

2009 that will allow our membership to keep educated while 

saving you money. Anita Rubeck will be an awesome 

President in 2009 and with her leadership, we will be strong.   

 

The holiday season is now in full swing and pretty soon the 

year 2008 will be over. I look forward to spending time with 

my friends and family and hope you all do as well. 

President’s Letter 
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What’s Inside? 

It is often the most difficult years that I am reminded of what the Christmas season is 

all about. Like a lot of you, I will have to cut back on my spending this year and for a 

while I was worried I would not be able to get presents for all of my family and 

friends. But then I remembered something; these are my friends and family! They 

know what our industry has been going through. I don’t have to worry or explain my 

situation to them. They understand. Instead of exchanging gifts, a friend and I had a 

cup of coffee and some really good belly laughs together. In seasons past, we were 

both so busy that we could barely find the time to get together to exchange gifts, gifts 

that we really had put very little thought into. What a gift that that cup of coffee was.  

 

Instead of spending time in the shopping malls, pick up the phone and call a friend and 

get together. Instead of elaborate parties, throw a cookie exchange party where all of 

the guests bring a plate of cookies and a bottle of wine. By simplifying and scaling 

back, this holiday season has already been far more rewarding than seasons past where 

I spent the majority of my time trying to find parking and stressing over what I was 

going to buy everyone. Things will get better in our industry, they always do. 

However, I am not sure I will ever go back to the old way that I celebrated Christmas. 

This way is far too much fun! 

 

Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

Colleen J. Gallagher 

2008 President 
Colleen.Gallagher@fnf.com 

DECEMBER 2008 

mailto:Colleen.Gallagher@fnf.com
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2008 Officers and Board Members 
President Colleen Gallagher colleen.gallagher@fnf.com   408-371-8040 

Vice-President Ron Ricard ron.ricard@ipx1031.com 408-483-1031 

Secretary Linda R. Murphy  Linda.al@comcast.net 408-203-0820 

Treasurer Cory Winters  winterscory@aol.com  

Past-President Jason Herrera  jherrera@fnf.com    408-371-8040 

Director Marie Barber marieb@fnf.com 408-371-8040 

Director Joseph Difu joe@1031xsi.com 408-377-6700 

Director Lena Signor  lena@norcalescrow.com 408-267-2100 

Director Jackye Chai jchai@ortc.com 408-296-4500 ex 325 

 
 

 

 

The Proposed Slate of 2009 

 

Officers 

President: Anita Rubeck 

President Elect: 

Vice President & State Director: Lena Signor 

Treasurer: Joette Joseph 

Secretary: Linda Murphy 

 

Directors 
Colleen Gallagher (Past President) 

Jackye Chai 

Joseph Difu 

Philipe Doren 

mailto:colleen.gallagher@fnf.com
mailto:ron.ricard@ipx1031.com
mailto:Linda.al@comcast.net
mailto:winterscory@aol.com
mailto:jherrera@fnf.com
mailto:marieb@fnf.com
mailto:joe@1031xsi.com
mailto:lena@norcalescrow.com
mailto:jchai@ortc.com
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***PD CREDIT FILING REMINDER*** 

  
We are coming up to the end of the year. PD Holders…don’t forget to file your paper credits 
with CEA by December 31, 2008. When you file your credits don’t forget to add the 502 form: 
a copy is attached to the newsletter, on the CEA website and also with the next CEA 
Magazine. There is NO COST to file the credits for THIS year, BUT if you are filing for any 
credits for the previous years, there is a $40.00 fee. 
  
REMEMBER THIS IS THE 3RD YEAR OF THE CYCLE AND ALL CREDITS MUST BE 
TURNED IN FOR THE 3 YEARS.  
  
At the November dinner meeting, don’t forget pick up your credit sheet that is in the blue 
binder at the end of the dinner. 
  
You DO NOT have to send anything to CEA on your scanned credits. 
Any credits that were scanned will be on the CEA website under the “Members Only” section. 
Please check those credits. You will need your password to go into the credit part. If you have 
forgotten your password, please call CEA, 916-239-4075 to receive a new one.  
  
If you have any questions regarding the procedure, especially the newest PD Holders, please 
call me at 408-267-2200 or email at lena@norcalescrow.com. 

 

 

Pay with PayPal! 
Simply go to the following link to sign up for the May dinner 

http://www.eascv.org/membership/registration 
 

Why use PayPal? 
 

 It is a safe, secure way to pay on-line 

 

 No more fumbling for your checkbook or cash at 

the door 

 

 Saves time 

 

 Your receipt is ready-made 

 

 

mailto:lena@norcalescrow.com
http://www.eascv.org/membership/registration
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Check out our website for additional information! 

 

http://www.eascv.org 
 

 
If you have any questions or comments, please email us at 

 

 info@eascv.org 

EASCV’s CHARITY FOR 2008 
 

Our charity for 2008 is Camp Okizu, which is a camp for kids 
with cancer. In addition to monetary donations, the camp 
also needs the items on the Wish List located at the link 
below. Some of these items are inexpensive but if you can 
help, please do. Since the items are for public use, they can 
only accept new unopened items.   
 
Thank you in advance for your generosity! 
 

http://www.okizu.org/Camp%20Okizu%20Wish%20List.doc 
 

http://www.eascv.org/
mailto:info@eascv.org?subject=Newsletter
http://www.okizu.org/Camp%20Okizu%20Wish%20List.doc
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EASCV  BUDGET FOR 2008  

Category 
Nov. 
2008 

2008 
Disbursed 

Annual 
Budget 2008 

Remaining 
Balance 

2007 
Disbursed 

Annual 
Budget 2007 

Expense             

Marketing/Web Site $89.90 $1,008.36 $1,800.00 $791.64 $4,218.63 $3,000.00 

AEA Conference   $3,020.58 $1,800.00 -$1,220.58 $1,055.85 $2,000.00 

Bank Charges   $26.43 $30.00 $3.57 $2.00 $30.00 

CEA Directors $519.32 $4,324.22 $5,000.00 $675.78 $7,224.30 $6,000.00 

Dinner Meeting Cost $598.00 $4,550.00 $7,000.00 $2,450.00 $12,277.45 $16,000.00 

Donations $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $0.00 $500.00 $500.00 

     Personal Donations      $416.00 $416.00         

Fundraising Expense     $500.00 $500.00 $1,642.36 $2,500.00 

Holiday Turkeys $250.00 $250.00 $250.00 $0.00 $500.00 $500.00 

Installation Cost/Wine     $0.00 $0.00 $81.26 $10.00 

Membership Expense   $61.84 $300.00 $238.16 $500.00 $500.00 

Newsletter $65.00 $715.00 $780.00 $65.00 $715.00 $700.00 

Historian     $250.00 $250.00 $64.92 $250.00 

PD/Education costs   $445.75 $1,000.00 $554.25 $516.32 $1,400.00 

PO Box fee   $94.00 $125.00 $31.00 $92.00 $75.00 

President's Fund     $0.00 $0.00   $10.00 

President's Plaque   $32.48 $20.00 -$12.48 $8.12 $50.00 

Raffle Prizes   $458.88 $900.00 $441.12 $1,007.00 $2,000.00 

     CEA  raffle    $150.00 $400.00 $250.00 $300.00 $400.00 

Scholarships     $0.00 $0.00   $10.00 

Speaker Costs/Gifts $50.00 $1,250.00 $2,000.00 $750.00 $250.00 $1,000.00 

Storage Rent   $456.00 $500.00 $44.00 $481.43 $500.00 

Tax Obligation   $10.00 $10.00 $0.00 $10.00 $10.00 

Tax Preparation    $489.00 $500.00 $11.00 $428.00 $500.00 

Escrow Trivia     $0.00 $0.00   $250.00 

Expense/All Other     $50.00 $50.00 $20.00 $10.00 

Board Meeting Expense   $547.49 $750.00 $202.51 $1,416.81 $2,000.00 

Total $2,488.22 $18,806.03 $24,465.00 $6,074.97 $33,311.45 $40,205.00 

              

Income   
2008 

Received 2008 Budget   
2007 

Received 2007 Budget 

Earned Interest $0.31 $4.69 $20.00 $15.31 $6.56 $50.00 

Returned Check 
Charges     $0.00 $0.00   $30.00 

Dinner Meetings $375.00 $4,236.61 $10,000.00 $5,763.39 $13,325.06 $21,225.00 

Fundraising     $400.00 $400.00 $400.00 $8,000.00 

Membership   $1,250.00 $1,500.00 $250.00 $1,625.00 $2,500.00 

Miscellaneous     $0.00 $0.00 $0.24 $1,000.00 

NorCal $881.68 $881.68 $2,500.00 $1,618.32 $1,671.75 $3,000.00 

PD/Education   $695.00 $2,000.00 $1,305.00 $1,290.00 $2,400.00 

Raffle   $928.00 $2,045.00 $1,117.00 $3,633.00 $2,000.00 

Investment CD 
Withdrawal   $6,000.00 $6,000.00 $0.00     

Personal Donations   $416.00         

Total $1,256.99 $14,411.98 $24,465.00 $10,469.02 $21,951.61 $40,205.00 
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Minutes for November 11
th

, 2008 

Board Meeting 
 

 

Dated:  November 11
th

, 2008 

Called to Order:   5:32 p.m. By President, Colleen Gallagher 

At:  Teleconference. Call (877) 834-7331-/Password 510249 

Attendance: Colleen Gallagher, Jason Herrera, Ron Ricard, Lena Signor, Cory Winters, Joe 

Difu, Marie Barber, and Linda Murphy  

Absent:   Jackye Chai 

Guest:   None. 

1. Approval of Minutes: Motion to Approve October 2008 Minutes made by Jason Herrera. 

Second by Marie Barber. Motion carried or as amended. Motion carried or as amended. 

2. Treasurer’s Report: Motion to approve October 2008 Budget made by Ron Ricard. 

Second by Jason Herrera. Motion carried or as amended. 

a. Bills to submit:  

$ 33.33 to Lena Signor for Hotel expense for Nov. CEA Directors meeting. 

$281.00 to Lena Signor for Airfare expense for Nov. CEA Directors Meeting. 

$115.00 to Jennifer Vasquez for October’s newsletter and website. 

b. Funds to deposit: 

$881.68 from Nor-Cal Conference.  Because we were expecting at least $2,500.00 

from Nor-Cal conference, we really need to keep an eye on the checkbook balance.  

Cory reported we are “ok” as of today. 

3. Membership – Linda, any new members to induct? 

a. No new members to induct at the November 18
th

 dinner meeting. 

b. Amount of Members:  49 Individual Active, 1 Individual Associate member & 1 

Individual Inactive member.  Total is 51 as of the July 14
th

, 2008 membership list. 

Discussion:  None. 

4. Professional Designation: Lena Signor. 

a. Any members who took test at CEA from our region and passed?  Carol Lee with 

Fidelity National Title took the test at CEA conference but needs to retake 2 

sections. 

5. Site – Ron Ricard and Lena Signor 

a. Any information to share? We need to really push for attendance to the November 

dinner meeting and fax their reservations to Lena Signor (408) 267-2100. 

b. Paypal needs to update to show Cory at North American Title.  Jason Herrera will 

contact Daniel Eisenman regarding our Paypal problem.  Lena Signor will also 

check out the problem for us.  So far it shows Ron Ricard, Daniel Ziel and Marie 

Barber as reservations for the November meeting. 

6. Old Business 

a. Speakers and Sponsors confirmed:  Deb Perry, CEA President to be installing 

officer and guest speaker.  Since CEA President’s budget is out of funds, Deb 

Perry, CEA 2008 President, will not be able to travel to our meeting.  So, Kathy 

Lozano, CEA President for 2009, has volunteered to be our speaker and installing 
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officer for the November General Membership meeting.  Kathy lives close by in 

Antioch, CA. 

b. November meeting:  Exchange Solutions to sponsor.  Joe will be ready with 

photos.  Lena will ask “Baskets-By-Design” to prepare the centerpieces.  

Reminder:  Colleen will purchase 10 gift cards @$25.00 each for the November 

meeting.  

7. Additional Old Business:  

a. Verbal reports to be given at November dinner meeting. 

i. Lena Signor: CEA Board Meeting 

ii. Cory Winters on 2008 treasurers report 

iii. Linda R. Murphy on 2008 membership.  Also reminder to send in 2009 dues 

by November 30, 2009.  

iv. Professional Designation 502 forms will be attached with their dinner 

receipts. 

v. Raffle tickets will also be attached with the dinner receipts as well. 

8. New Business:  

a. The agenda for November 18
th

 meeting is being put together and board will have it 

by Friday the 14
th
 for review. Any comments/suggestions?  Cory Winters should 

have the check for the $916.00.  PLUS there will be 4 brand new fishing rods 

given which were donated by one of Colleen’s clients.  

b. Any other new business?  Next Joint Board meeting will be on December 10
th

, 

2008, Wednesday, at Fidelity National Title, 1707 South Bascom Avenue, 

Campbell, CA 95008 at 5:30 p.m.  It is a “Potluck Affair”.  

 Spanish rice – Jason Herrera 

 Refried beans – Linda Murphy 

 Enchiladas – Cory Winters 

 Tamales – Colleen Gallagher 

 Guacamole and chips – Marie Barber 

 Drinks – Ron Ricard 

 Deserts – Joe Difu 

 Festive paper plates, cups, and napkins-Lena Signor 

 _____________ – Jackye Chai 

 _____________ – Anita Rubeck 

 _____________ – Joette Joseph 

 _____________ – Philipe Doren 

Linda will email the minutes to the new board members so that they can contribute 

to the menu as they wish. 

c. Marie Barber asked if State has talked about fewer CEA directors meetings so that 

we don’t have to send our people so often.  Lena responded, yes, there will be 4 

CEA Directors meetings and CEA Conference will be 1 ½ days long.  The 

emphasis will be on membership next year. 

Adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 

  

 


